
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “What’s Next?  What the Bible Says about the Afterlife.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “What About Heaven? Part 2.”  Various Texts. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Tenacious Serenity (An increasing serenity that comes from our identity in 

Christ).    

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, May 15th.  Read: John 14.1.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do 

you Hear and/or See? 

The context of this text from John 14 is the upper room on Maundy Thursday.  This is one of the most hopeful 

passages in Scripture, as Jesus seeks to comfort and assure His disciples that, despite what seems to be the end, 

His “going” is really the beginning!  G.L. Borchert writes:  

 

The text immediately catches the readers’ attention, for it begins with a strong prohibition, a negative 

imperative, mē parassesthō, which carries the meaning of “Do not let your hearts be overcome with 

turmoil” or perhaps, more colloquially, “Don’t allow yourself to be intimidated by the situation.” This 

statement is immediately followed by a call to evidence confidence through the double use of the Greek 

pisteuete [believe/trust], which can be either an indicative or an imperative.  Here the imperative is to be 

preferred, and while one could render the word “believe” as in the KJV, it is better translated “trust”…1 

 

The form of the Greek verb believe (pisteuete), used twice here, is either indicative or imperative.  Thus 

the second half of this verse can be made up of one statement and one command (“You believe in God, 

believe also in Me,” NKJV), two statements (“You believe in God; you believe also in Me”), or two 

commands (“Believe in God; believe also in Me”).  The first option fits the context best.  The Eleven 

already believe in God in that they believe Jesus whom He sent (John 5:24).  But they need to continue 

to believe in Jesus even after He dies on the cross and returns to heaven.2 

 

What should be noted is, once again, Jesus equated Himself with God.  The disciple should trust God AND 

Jesus.  He has come to do what God had planned all along—to die for the sins of the world and reconcile 

humankind with God.   We receive this reconciliation by trusting Jesus—believing that He lived, died, rose 

again, and ascended to heaven for you!    

Consider/Reflect:  “The disciples are anxious and bewildered.  Something is about to befall them which is 

beyond their imagination or power to control…Jesus seeks to steady and reassure them. This is a time to trust 

God.  God is his Father…The whole point of Jesus’ suffering and death is to prepare a place for them in heaven, 

and to take them safely there.3 

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, May 16th.   Read:  John 14.2-3.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to 

Other Passages. 

                                                 
1 G.L. Borchert. John (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2002). 
2 R.N. Wilkin. The Grace New Testament Commentary (Denton, TX: Grace Evangelical Society, 2010). 
3 A. Knowles. The Bible Guide (Minneapolis, Minnesota: Augsburg, 2001). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bibleguide;ref=Bible.Jn13.31-16.33;off=857


 
 

Jesus gives the reason why the disciples can trust Him—He was going to His Father’s “house” and preparing a 

place for His people!  God’s house has many “rooms” or “dwelling places.”   

 

The Greek word [for rooms is] monai [and] was rendered in the Vulgate by the Latin mansiones, which 

came down through the Tyndale version to the KJV as “mansions.”…the idea is a typical Semitic word 

picture describing a relationship of God with the people of God like the picture of heaven in Revelation 21–

22…monai does not mean a castle-like home anymore than mansiones in the Vulgate is to be interpreted in 

that manner.  The word is derived from the Greek verb menein, “to remain,” and monai means “dwelling” or 

“abiding” places.”4 

 

Jesus strongly affirms His statement with an “oath-like” commitment:  “if it were not so, I would have told 

you.”  Jesus is going ahead of His disciples (us) and making all things ready in heaven.  Importantly, scholars 

suggest that the emphasis here should be placed on the “going” and not so much the “preparing.”  In other 

words, it is the cross and resurrection that make possible a “room” in God’s house.   

   

…God’s domain has plenty of room, and the preparation of Jesus for our entrance into that domain was 

through his “departure” or death on the cross.  Carson is surely correct when he says concerning Jesus 

that arriving on the scene after his departure is not the point when Jesus “begins to prepare the place,” 

but “it is the going itself, via the cross and resurrection” that is the act of preparation.  The Gospel of 

John is not trying to portray Jesus as being in the construction business of building or renovating rooms. 

Rather, Jesus was in the business of leading people to God.5 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Through His death and resurrection, Christ went to prepare a place for us in heaven, where 

we will dwell with God forever.  The true God cannot be known apart from Jesus Christ.  Because of Christ’s 

work, we can know the Father and enter His eternal presence.  [Pray]:  O risen Lord, with great anticipation I 

long for my home in heaven.  Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen.”6 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, May 17th.  Read:  John 14.4-6.  Explore:  The background to this text(s). 
 

Jesus assures His people (you) that He will come back for them (you).  Some take these words of Jesus to refer 

to His second coming, when Jesus returns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords to bring in the new heavens and 

earth.  Some believe these words refer to our death.  Both could be true.  Either way we will experience Jesus 

coming for us!  The most important point is that Jesus will get His people (you) back and we will be with Him!  

 

…Christ will return for His sheep (cf. 1 Thes. 4:13–18) and they will be with Him (cf. John 17:24). 

Jesus said nothing about the nature of the place where He was going.  It is sufficient that believers will 

be with the Father and Jesus (cf. 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; 1 Thes. 4:17).  The disciples knew how to get to 

heaven.  He told them, You know the way to the place where I am going.  Throughout His ministry, 

Jesus had been showing them the way, but as Thomas indicated (John 14:5), they did not fully 

understand.7 

 

So why was Thomas confused?   Likely, Thomas’ doubts reflected the bewilderment of the other disciples.  All 

of Jesus’ followers would remain perplexed until after Easter—then they would understand.  Even though the 

disciples did have all that they needed to know (Jesus was correct!), it would be after Jesus’ resurrection and 

ascension that the church would put everything together. 

                                                 
4 Borchert, John. 
5 Ibid. 

6 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  
7 J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 

 



 
 

Jesus’ words, I am the Way and the Truth and the Life, are the sixth of Jesus’ seven “I am” statements 

in the Gospel of John (6:48; 8:12; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1).  Jesus is the “Way” because He is the 

“Truth” and the “Life.”  As the Father is Truth and Life, Jesus is the embodiment of God so people can 

come to the Father (cf. 1:4, 14, 18; 11:25).  By His words, No one comes to the Father except through 

Me, Jesus stressed that salvation, contrary to what many people think, is not obtainable through many 

ways.  Only one Way exists (cf. Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5).  Jesus is the only access to the Father because 

He is the only One from the Father (cf. John 1:1–2, 51; 3:13).8 

Consider/Reflect:  “If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also; and henceforth ye know him, 

and have seen him….This confirms what we have already said; namely, that the curiosity by which people, not 

content with Christ, seek God in devious byways is at once stupid and harmful.  They admit that there is nothing 

better than the knowledge of God.  But when he is near them and speaks to them as a friend, they wander around 

looking high and low, and search for him beyond the clouds because they are too proud to see him nearby. 

Christ therefore reproaches his disciples because they do not know that God has been revealed to them fully in 

him.  “I see,” he says, “that so far you have not known me rightly because you have not seen the living image of 

God in me.”9 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, May 18th.  Read: 1 Corinthians 2.6-10.  Explore:  The Background to this 

Text. 

 
So what is heaven like?  This is the question we would like answered!  The Bible says that heaven is a mystery.  

Part of the challenge is that we just don’t have the mental capacity to understand other dimensions when we live 

in a three dimensional world.  We live on a planet that rotates around the sun and has a twenty-four hour rotation 

and so we have a concept of time.  If we weren’t living on this planet, you wouldn’t have the same concept of 

time as you do in space.   

 

The Spirit reveals God’s mysteries through the Gospel, even through the words Paul writes...There will 

always be mystery about God’s person and nature, but we are given a glimpse of His ways through the 

cross… The message of the cross is simple, but the spiritual wisdom that comes with it touches every 

area of life and faith. In view of this, we see unbelievers with new compassion, as people with no true 

spiritual comprehension.  The Holy Spirit grants such understanding only through the Gospel.10 

 

Last Sunday, we examined what experiences we will haven in heaven, based on what the Bible describes.  At 

the same time, we are not told everything we will experience, what heaven literally looks like, or what our 

glorified bodies will be like.  What we can be fairly certain of is that all of our expectations and desires will pale 

in comparison to what heaven will really be like!  At the same time, the Bible is clear about what will not be in 

heaven.  For the next few days, we will focus on what will NOT be in heaven.   

 

The first thing that’s not going to be in heaven is sickness.  In 2 Corinthians 5.1ff, we are reminded that our 

bodies, while God’s gift to us, are “groaning,” waiting for our new heavenly body.  The Bible says that there 

won’t be any sickness in heaven.  Why?  Because you are going to get a new, perfect, body.  Again, you will 

have a body in Heaven!  Just as Jesus had a resurrected body, so will you!  You will eat, drink, laugh, jump, and 

sing!      

Consider/Reflect:  “Knowing that the eternal is yet to come, this temporal existence feels burdensome…Paul 

does not wish to do away with his temporal existence, for God has His purposes for all things.  Rather, he 

earnestly prays that God swallow up his mortality with Christ-like immortality in His time…11 

                                                 
8 Ibid. 
9 John Calvin. Calvin: Commentaries (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1958). 
10 Lutheran Study Bible 
11 Ibid. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/calcommhar;ref=Bible.Jn14.7;off=0;ctx=weakness_of_Christ.$0A~If_ye_had_known_me,_


 
 

  Day #5-Friday, May 19th.   Read: Revelation 21.1-4.—Embrace:  God and His guiding you 

through His Word. 
 

We continue with what will not be in Heaven:  No sadness.   

 

While on this earth, God knows about your every tear, pain, and longing.  He cares about what you go through 

and will get you through what you are going through!  And, when you get to heaven, these will end.  No more 

broken hearts.  No more rejection.  No more loneliness.  No more sorrow.  No more sadness.  No more grief.  

No more heartache.  There will never be a split second in the billions and trillions of years you’ll live that you’ll 

have sadness, grief, or depression again!  I know that those of us who are going through grief and/or carrying the 

grief for a loved one right now, as well as those of us going through a period of depression, our hope and 

promise is that one day our mourning will be turned into dancing!  One of the realities of our struggles and pain 

is that, for the believer, these hurts bring heaven a little bit closer!  We want to go to heaven when we’re in pain.  

Why?  Because there is no more pain there.   

 

No suffering.  The emptiness, loneliness, fear, and anxieties in our lives will be forever removed.  Every one of 

your needs will be satisfied.  Not only will there be no sickness, sadness, and suffering, there will be… 

 

No sin.  How is this possible with human beings?  Heaven is a perfect place and people are not!  However, like 

all things, God has made it possible for sinful people to inherit an eternal, perfect home.   How can God let 

imperfect people into heaven without messing it up?   That’s what Jesus Christ came to do; to die on the cross 

and pay for all our sins, to wipe it all out, to forgive us and to make us perfect inside.  So that when we go into 

heaven He says we will go innocent of all our sin and worthy to approach the throne of God.  Finally… 

 
No death.  Bill Graham sums it up so well: 

 

The Bible doesn’t answer all our questions about Heaven – but it does tell us that it will be far more 

glorious than anything we can imagine.  Heaven is like the most perfect and beautiful place we can 

possibly conceive – only more so.  Only in Heaven will we know exactly what Heaven is like.  People 

have speculated for centuries about what Heaven will be like – some realistic, some fanciful…But the 

most essential truth about Heaven is this:  We will be in God’s presence forever.  And because we will 

be with God, no harm or evil can ever touch us again.  One of the most moving descriptions of Heaven 

in all Scripture is this:  “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “The climax of this Book [Revelation] and indeed all of history at last comes clear:  the 

restored heaven and earth is presented to God’s resurrected people.  Such a magnificent future and hope call us 

to rise above the ugliness and sin of this fallen world, because impenitence and a lack of vigilance can still lead 

to the shipwreck of our souls.  At the same time, God is faithful and so will unfailingly fulfill the purposes for 

which His Son became man; He will remove the curse that so sorely afflicts us.  [Pray]:  Jesus, You suffered to 

make all things new.  Therefore, renew our hearts and minds, and hasten the day when You shall present the 

holy city as Your beloved Bride, the Church.  Amen.”12 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, May 20th.   Read:  2 Corinthians 4.16-18.  Embrace:  God and His guiding 

you through His Word. 

 
When we live in light of eternity, struggles, pain, and frustrations do not need to bother us as much as they do.  

We are not to give up or give in!  This is what Paul is encouraging in our text today; and, Paul speaks from 

experience!   He had been beaten, shipwrecked, put in prison, gone without food, and without clothing.  He’d 

                                                 
12 Ibid.   



 
 

been persecuted and he’d been left for dead.  In all of this Paul can say:  “These small troubles…”  It’s all a 

matter of perspective—eternal perspective.   As Christians living in light of eternity, the problems we go 

through are not only temporary, God uses them for good in your life and He’ll help you to grow through them if 

we give our problems to Him!  This is what builds our character. 

 

I think that when we get to heaven, we will not be there a second before we say, “What was I thinking?  Why 

did I spend so much time on trying to impress people?  On trying to be popular?  On trying to pile up a bunch of 

money on earth?   Why did I worry so much?  Why didn’t I make more time for what mattered most?”   If you 

are reading this, it’s not too late!   

 

Paul instructs us to look beyond the momentary affliction to the eternal glory of salvation in Jesus.  He 

tells us to look to the treasure, not to the earthen vessel, for our confidence with God.  God’s promises 

of life and salvation are the most real things in our lives.  Because that is true, believers can look at 

afflictions and struggles purposefully as opportunities that make God’s power more evident to those 

around them.  Afflictions are temporary nuisances that will surely give way to the glory of life eternal 

with our Savior.13 

 

                                                 
13 Ibid.  


